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miracles, he moved away from man and lost him. "You
wanted a freely accorded love, not the servile passion of a
terrified slave. Here again You overestimated man."
Thus the second temptation, that of authority, is comple-
mented by the third temptation, that of the miracle.
The Grand Inquisitor accepts these three temptations that
Christ rejected. He corrects the work of Christ by basing it
on earthly bread, on authority, and on miracles. "And men
rejoiced at being led again in a herd and delivered from the
fatal gift that caused them such torment."
Thus, Christianity is no longer the religion of the elite but
the religion of all. The church betrays God out of love for
man. It uses Christ to symbolize not a spiritual but a social
order. It sets up "Christian communism." It formulates rigid
duties, bourgeois theories, and gives promises of absolution,
pardon, and eternal life to reassure its lamentable flock. Rites,
festivals, and professions of faith are the official pageantry of
the Divine Presence. Supernatural mystery is transformed
into fairy tales for young persons who partake of the sacra-
ment for the first time. It multiplies bells, incense, pictures
and sculptures. It mobilizes all the arts, all the senses, to daz-
zle the masses. It diminishes God, offering him for sale like
a commodity. And its triple lie, its triple blasphemy, is so
cleverly contrived that no one dreams of denouncing it. The
church disavows Christ while extolling his work. It is the
last refuge of atheism. And men will burn Christ rather than
renounce the facile dogmas that the Grand Inquisitor has
forged for them. "They will cling to us with terror, like a
young brood under their mother's wing. . . ."
"If anyone deserves the stake more than all others, it is
You," says the Inquisitor to Christ. "Tomorrow I shall order
You to be burned."